
 

 
 

          March 17, 2020 
          Memorial of St Patrick 

 

Dear St. Martin’s parish families, 

By this point you are likely aware Bishop McKnight has informed us that, beginning March 18, all public 

Masses will be suspended in the Diocese of Jefferson City until April 3rd.  This is an important effort for us to 

assist our local, state, and national authorities in helping to curb the spread of COVID-19. 

While I know this is a disappointment to many, I do believe it is an important step to ensure the safety and 

well-being of our community.  In light of this decision, the following will begin to take effect at St. Martin on 

Wednesday, March 18th: 

 All parish Masses will be offered privately.  No parishioners will be allowed to attend these liturgies.  
Please remember, the graces flowing from the celebration of the Holy Mysteries is efficacious for 
the faithful, whether they are present or not.  The Mass will be celebrated daily by either Fr. Basil 
or me, with the assistance of one of our deacons.  Please know that the entire parish will be prayed 
for at these Masses.  In addition, all of the faithful are encouraged to make a Spiritual Communion 
daily in lieu of receiving Holy Communion.  An example of such a prayer is included at the end of 
this letter. 
 

 A single weekend Mass with a short homily will be offered privately at 8 AM on Sunday mornings. 
We are working on a way to “live stream” this Mass for members of our parish family and will give 
you more updates on this initiative as we are able.  If we are unable to live-stream Sunday Masses, 
we will provide resources for other online viewing options. Dispensation from attending Mass does 
not do away with the responsibilities we have to keep the Lord’s day holy (the 3rd Commandment), 
so please plan on spending some time each Sunday in spiritual devotion and prayer. 
 

 The penance service scheduled for March 25 has been cancelled. In order to accommodate the 
faithful who need to make their confessions before Easter, Fr. Basil or I will be hearing confessions 
for a period of time each day Monday through Saturday. The times are as follows: 

o Mondays 7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 
o Tuesdays 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
o Wednesdays 7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 
o Thursdays  5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
o Fridays 7:00 AM - 8:00 AM 
o Saturdays 4:30 PM - 5:30 PM 

Parish and School staff members will be present at all confession times to greet penitents and 

ensure that proper social distancing is observed for those waiting to partake of the sacrament. 

 



 

 Outside of the times that Mass is being offered privately, the church will be open for prayer and 
reflection. Please ensure proper social distancing while in the church. 

 

In regard to other parish or school events and activities: 

 All meetings, gatherings, events, practices, and competitions are cancelled/postponed effective 
March 18. 
 

Parish Office: 

 The parish office staff will work normal office hours. However, the office will not be open to the 
public without appointment. Please call ahead if you need to come by the parish office.  Signs will 
be posted on the rectory door if office hours change. 

 

In addition, please strive to keep up with your financial commitment during this time of hiatus.  While the 

public events and worship of the parish have been suspended, the work of the staff goes on and we need to 

make sure that the parish does not fall behind on paying our bills and keeping up with our other financial 

commitments.  You can mail your contributions to the parish office, or you may sign up for electronic giving 

through ACH payments.  Blank forms are available in the back of church and on the parish website.  Call or 

email the parish office if you wish to have the forms sent to you.  

 

Thank you for you patience with these changes.  They are being made to uphold the common good and 

protect the most vulnerable in our midst.  In this ever-evolving situation, things often change rapidly and 

we will do our best to communicate them with you as expediently as possible. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 

 

 

Parish Administrator  

Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 
Amen. 


